[Treatment of postoperative recurrence of digestive cancers: peritonitis carcinomatosa].
Carcinomatous peritonitis is the most frequent type of recurrence observed after surgery for cancer of the digestive tract. Most patients with carcinomatous peritonitis present with bowel obstruction and/or ascites. Surgical treatment including colostomy and intestinal anastomosis and chemotherapy have been attempted in patients with carcinomatous peritonitis, although the results have not been satisfactory. New drug delivery systems, such as mitomycin C-adsorbed charcoal, anticancer drugs entrapped in microspheres, and immunoconjugates composed of anticancer drugs and antibodies, will be powerful new tools for the treatment of metastatic cancer.